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 The Office of Naval Research (ONR) serves as the Department of the Navy’s science 

and technology (S&T) solutions provider for Navy and Marine Corps needs. Our 

mission, defined by law, is to “plan, foster and encourage scientific research in 

recognition of its paramount importance as related to the maintenance of future 

naval power and the preservation of national security,” and to “manage the Navy’s 

basic and applied research, and advanced technology development to foster 

transition from science and technology to higher levels of research, development, 

test and evaluation.” 

  

The Naval Air Warfare and Weapons (Code 35) department supports Navy and 

Marine Corps needs, fostering basic, applied and advanced research in support 

of the Sea-Based Aviation National Naval Responsibility as well as directed energy, 

electromagnetic launch and high-speed conventional air and surface weapons.   

  

This booklet highlights an assortment of the program areas being investigated within 

Code 35. These broad areas incorporate discoveries and inventions made across 

government laboratories, universities and industry. The following pages will give 

some insight into how these investigations interrelate scientific advancements with 

military objectives. If you have any questions or would like more information on 

any individual effort, ONR program officer contact information is provided. 

  

Thank you for your interest in helping define the future 

of Naval Air Warfare and Weapons. 

  
  
  
  
 
Dr. Thomas J. Beutner 
Department Head 
Naval Air Warfare and Weapons (Code 35) 
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Naval Air Warfare and Weapons 
 
The Office of Naval Research (ONR) (www.onr.navy.mil) was established as an 
Echelon 1 command with the Chief of Naval Research (CNR) reporting to the 
Secretary of the Navy to sponsor scientific research efforts that will enable the 
future operational concepts of the Navy and the Marine Corps. 
 
As the Department of the Navy’s science and technology provider, ONR identifies 
S&T solutions to address Navy and Marine Corps needs. Since its establishment in 
1946, ONR continues to be the first place that senior naval leadership turn to for 
addressing emerging technology issues and challenges.  
 
ONR manages the diverse naval S&T portfolio to: 
 
• Address enduring naval needs and ensure every dollar contributes maximum 

impact 
• Maintain investments and intellectual capital in areas unique to the Navy and 

Marine Corps 
• Promote a culture of open innovation across the naval services 
• Encourage new researchers and stimulate competitive research with technically 

proficient program officers and efficient business processes 
• Seek partnerships with academia and industry that complement or enhance S&T 

outputs 
• Encourage informed risk-taking and learn from failure 
• Provide pathways for transitioning S&T outputs, including interactions between 

the S&T community and potential technology users in early stages 
• Identify and leverage global technological advances 
• Counter technological surprise 
• Hedge against uncertainty. 
 
Within ONR there are six codes, or departments, responsible for meeting emergent 
warfighter needs: 
 
Code 30: Expeditionary Maneuver Warfare and Combating Terrorism 
Code 31:   Command, Control, Communications, Intelligence, Surveillance 

 and Reconnaissance (C4ISR) 
Code 32:  Ocean Battlespace Sensing 
Code 33:  Surface Warfare and Weapons 
Code 34:  Warfighter Performance 
Code 35:  Naval Air Warfare and Weapons 
 
This booklet focuses on Code 35, Naval Air Warfare and Weapons. Code 35 is 
responsible to the CNR to provide overall leadership and management of the 
Department of the Navy’s S&T program in assigned areas to include emerging 
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technologies and demonstration opportunities in autonomous air systems, directed 
energy, surface- and air-launched weapons, and sea-based rotary and fixed-wing 
aviation.    
 
Within these areas, Code 35 investment is further broken down by the maturation 
level of the area being investigated.  There are three basic categories of funding 
within the code: 
 
Discovery and Invention (D&I) consists of basic research (Budget Activity (BA) 6.1) 
and early applied research (BA 6.2). This is the seed corn that explores undiscovered 
technologies for future application. The D&I portfolio by design has a broad focus 
with a long time span from five to 20 years needed to mature discoveries. 
Its programs are selected based on potential naval relevance and technology 
opportunity. D&I investments are the essential foundation required for advanced 
technology and leverage other service, governmental, department, industry, 
international and general research community investments. 
 
Leap Ahead Innovations include Innovative Naval Prototypes (INP). These are 
technology investments that are potentially game-changing or disruptive in nature. 
INPs achieve a level of technology suitable for transition in four to eight years. 
Leap Ahead funding comes from both applied research (BA 6.2) and advanced 
technology development (BA 6.3). 
 
Acquisition Enablers (AE) include Future Naval Capabilities (FNC)–component 
technologies that deliver in a three- to five-year time horizon. The FNCs mature 
technology into requirements-driven, transition-oriented products in the late stages 
of applied research (BA 6.2) and advanced technology development (BA 6.3). FNCs 
provide enabling capabilities to fill gaps in the Office of the Chief of Naval 
Operations and Marine Corps Combat Development Command requirements 
analyses identified in the Navy and Marine Corps strategies.  
 
The following pages detail the individual investment areas. Each page lists the Code 
35 program officer responsible for executing developments within that area. You are 
encouraged to contact us to get involved and help to ensure that our warfighter is 
never in a fair fight. 
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QUANTICO, Virginia (Feb. 25, 2014)  An MH-6 Little Bird helicopter equipped with the Autonomous Aerial Cargo/Utility 
System (AACUS) technology lifts off during an Office of Naval Research demonstration held at Marine Corps Base Quantico. 

AACUS consists of a sensor and software package that when integrated into rotary-wing aircraft enables autonomous, 
unmanned flight, allowing the Marine Corps to rapidly resupply forces on the front lines as an alternative to dangerous 

convoys, manned aircraft or air drops in all weather conditions. (U.S. Navy photo by John F. Williams/Released) 
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Doing Business With Code 35 

 

Whether you are looking for solicitations, submitting a proposal or managing your 
contract or grant, the Acquisitions Department at ONR (http://www.onr.navy.mil/
Contracts-Grants.aspx) provides business advice, award execution, award 
administration, policy development and e-business solutions to ONR's provider 
network. 

 

For more information, please visit www.onr.navy.mil. On this site, you will find links 
to program opportunities, including: 

 

• Broad Agency Announcements (BAAs): A BAA announces an agency's research 
interests, including criteria for selecting proposals and soliciting the participation 
of all offerors capable of satisfying the government's needs.  

• Requests for Information (RFIs): An RFI is used when a government agency 
does not presently intend to award a contract but wants to obtain price, 
delivery, other market information or capabilities for planning purposes. 
Responses to these notices are not offers and cannot be accepted by the 
government to form a binding contract. 

• Requests for Proposals (RFPs): An RFP is used in negotiated acquisitions to 
communicate government requirements to prospective contractors and to 
solicit proposals.  

• Requests for Quotes (RFQs): An RFQ is a solicitation that provides, in exacting 
detail, a list or description of all relevant parameters of the requirement. RFQs 
are best suited to commercial products and services.  

• Special Notices: These notices provide information about Industry Days, other 
events and other information that, while not captured in one of the other 
funding announcements, may be relevant to a given opportunity.  

• Multiple-Award Task Order Contracts (MATOCs): MATOCs were previously 
used by ONR for acquiring support services. ONR now uses SeaPort-e for 
acquiring support services.  

• SeaPort-e: This portal is the Navy's electronic platform for acquiring support 
services in 22 functional areas, including engineering, financial management 
and program management. 

Please read and follow precisely the instructions for submitting paperwork. Forms 
must be completed, and formats outlined in the instructions must be followed or 
the paperwork will be returned. Should you have any questions, please reach out 
to the contact cited in the instructions. 
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